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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion   : Doctrine Class / Evening Service 
Date    : December 20, 2016 / December 17, 2017 
 
TITLE    : THE GREAT MYSTERY OF GODLINESS 
Text/s    :   
 
1 Tim 3:14-16 
14 These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly: 
15 But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of 
God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. 
16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, 
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, 
received up into glory. 
KJV 
 
Bible reading  : 
 
Luke 2:8-14 
8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 
9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about 
them: and they were sore afraid. 
10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. 
11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in 
a manger. 
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and 
saying, 
14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
KJV 
 
Matt 1:20-23 
20 But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a 
dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which 
is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 
21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people 
from their sins. 
22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, 
saying, 
23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name 
Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. 
KJV 
 
Song/s   : 

 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Eph 1:17-23 
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17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of 
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 
18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his 
calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 
19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe, according to the 
working of his mighty power, 
20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right 
hand in the heavenly places, 
21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 
22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the 
church, 
23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 15:1-8 
15 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye 
have received, and wherein ye stand; 
2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have 
believed in vain. 
3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures; 
4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 
5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 
6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part 
remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. 
7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 
8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. 
KJV 
 
Col 2:2 
2 That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full 
assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, 
and of Christ; 
KJV 
 
Col 2:16 
16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new 
moon, or of the sabbath days: 
KJV 
 
Col 2:21-23 
21 (Touch not; taste not; handle not; 
22 Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men? 
23 Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the 
body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh. 
KJV 
 
1 Tim 3:16 
16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, 
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, 
received up into glory. 
KJV 
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Paul in this verse presents to us six points in the subject of this Great Mystery of Godliness 
 
The word godliness has the following meaning 
 
NT:2150 
eusebeia (yoo-seb'-i-ah); from NT:2152; piety; specially, the gospel scheme: KJV - godliness, 
holiness. 
 
1 Tim 3:15-16 
15 But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of 
God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. 
16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, 
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, 
received up into glory. 
KJV 
 
Practically, Paul is saying to Timothy:  
 
Learn to do well.  Take care to choose the right men in church, the Pillar and Ground of Truth 
because the Gospel scheme that we are made responsible to is so great.  We are to make sure 
that such truth of God does not deviate from the following truth: 
 

 That God was manifested in human flesh 
 Justified and vindicated in the Spirit 
 Seen by angels 
 Preached among the Gentiles 
 Believed on in the world 
 Taken up into glory. 

 
Our preachings then in Lighthouse as the Pillar and Ground of truth must be consistent with this.  
Let us then take note. 
 

A) God was manifest in the flesh 
 
Phil 2:6-8 
6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 
7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was 
made in the likeness of men: 
8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross. 
KJV 
 
Gal 4:4-5 
4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, 
made under the law, 
5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 
KJV 
 
John 1:1-2 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 The same was in the beginning with God. 
KJV 
 
John 1:14 
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14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 
KJV 
 
1 John 4:9 
9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only 
begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. 
KJV 
 
John 1:1-3 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 The same was in the beginning with God. 
3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 
 
John 1:10-14 
10 He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. 
11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 
12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even 
to them that believe on his name: 
13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but 
of God. 
14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 
 
John 1:16-17 
16 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. 
17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 
 
1 John 1:1-4 
1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; 
2 (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you 
that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) 
3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have 
fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
Christ. 
4 And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. 
 
John 1:14-17 
14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 
15 John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that 
cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me. 
16 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. 
17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
 

B) Justified in the Spirit 
 
1 Timothy 3:16 
By the miracles which were performed by the apostle in and through the name of Jesus; 
as well as by his resurrection from the dead, through the energy of the Holy Spirit, by 
which he was proved to be the Son of God with power. Christ was justified from all the 
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calumnies of the Jews, who crucified him as an impostor. All these miracles, being 
performed by the power of God, were a full proof of his innocence; for, had he not been 
what he professed to be, God would not have borne such a decisive testimony to his 
Messiahship. 
(from Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright © 1996, 2003, 2005, 
2006 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.) 
 
Rom 1:3-4 
3 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David 
according to the flesh; 
4 And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by 
the resurrection from the dead: 
KJV 
 
Eph 1:19-21 
19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe, according to 
the working of his mighty power, 
20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own 
right hand in the heavenly places, 
21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 
KJV 
 
Rev 1:18 
18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and 
have the keys of hell and of death. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 13:4 
4 For though he was crucified through weakness, yet he liveth by the power of God. For 
we also are weak in him, but we shall live with him by the power of God toward you. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 15:12-20 
12 Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you that 
there is no resurrection of the dead? 
13 But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: 
14 And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. 
15 Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that 
he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. 
16 For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: 
17 And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 
18 Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. 
19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. 
20 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 
KJV 
 
 

C) Seen of angels 
By angels here, some understand not those celestial or infernal beings commonly called 
angels, but apostles and other persons who became messengers, to carry far and wide and 
attest the truth of his resurrection from the dead. (Adam Clarke) 
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Angels: aggelos (ang'-el-os); from aggello [probably derived from NT:71; compare NT:34] 
(to bring tidings); a messenger; especially an "angel"; by implication, a pastor: KJV - 
angel, messenger. 
 
John 1:14 
14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 
KJV 
 
1 John 1:1-4 
1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; 
2 (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you 
that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) 
3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have 
fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
Christ. 
4 And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 15:1-8 
1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also 
ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 
2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye 
have believed in vain. 
3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for 
our sins according to the scriptures; 
4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the 
scriptures: 
5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 
6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater 
part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. 
7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 
8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. 
KJV 
 
1 John 4:14 
14 And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 8:9 
9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. 
KJV 
 
 

D) Preached unto the Gentiles 
 
This was one grand part of the mystery which had been hidden in God that the Gentiles 
should be made fellow heirs with the Jews, and be admitted into the kingdom of God. To 
the Gentiles, therefore, he was proclaimed as having pulled down the middle wall of 
partition between them and the Jews; that, through him, God had granted unto them 
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repentance unto life; and that they also might have redemption in his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins. (Adam Clarke) 
 
Eph 3:6 
6 That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his 
promise in Christ by the gospel: 
KJV 
 
Eph 2:11-17 
11 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 
Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 
12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in 
the world: 
13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of 
Christ. 
14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall 
of partition between us; 
15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in 
ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 
16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the 
enmity thereby: 
17 And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 1:5-7 
5 For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy 
Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for 
your sake. 
6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much 
affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost: 
7 So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia. 
KJV 
 
Eph 2:19-22 
19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the 
saints, and of the household of God; 
20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner stone; 
21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the 
Lord: 
22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 1:18-20 
18 But as God is true, our word toward you was not yea and nay. 
19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us, even by me and 
Silvanus and Timotheus, was not yea and nay, but in him was yea. 
20 For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by 
us. 
KJV 
 
Gal 3:26-28 
26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 
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27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male 
nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 
KJV 
 
 

E) Believed on in the world 
 
Was received by mankind as the promised Messiah, the Anointed of God, and the only 
Saviour of fallen man.  This is a most striking part of the mystery of godliness, that one: 
who was crucified as a malefactor, and whose kingdom is not of this world, and whose 
doctrines are opposed to all the sinful propensities of the human heart, should, wherever 
his Gospel is preached, be acknowledged as the only Saviour of sinners, and the Judge of 
quick and dead! (Adam Clarke) 
 
1 Thess 1:5-10 
5 For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy 
Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for 
your sake. 
6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much 
affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost: 
7 So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia. 
8 For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but 
also in every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak 
any thing. 
9 For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how 
ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God; 
10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which 
delivered us from the wrath to come. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 10:4-5 
4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strong holds;) 
5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 
KJV 
 
Phil 2:9-11 
9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every 
name: 
10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth; 
11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 
KJV 
 
Rom 10:9-15 
9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation. 
11 For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 
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12 For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all 
is rich unto all that call upon him. 
13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they 
believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 
15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the 
feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 
KJV 
 
 

F) Received up into glory 
 

a. The Head of the Church 
b. Our Intercessor 
c. The One Coming again 

 
Acts 1:9-11 
9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud 
received him out of their sight. 
10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood 
by them in white apparel; 
11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same 
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven. 
KJV 
 
Eph 4:8-10 
8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave 
gifts unto men. 
9 (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts 
of the earth? 
10 He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he 
might fill all things.) 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:34 
34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who 
is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. 
KJV 
 
Heb 4:14-16 
14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the 
Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 
15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 
16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help in time of need. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 1:5-10 
5 For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy 
Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for 
your sake. 



10 

 

6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much 
affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost: 
7 So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia. 
8 For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but 
also in every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak 
any thing. 
9 For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how 
ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God; 
10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which 
delivered us from the wrath to come. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 4:16-17 
16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
KJV 
 
Phil 2:9-11 
9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every 
name: 
10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth; 
11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 
KJV 
 
Eph 1:20-23 
20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own 
right hand in the heavenly places, 
21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 
22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to 
the church, 
23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 
KJV 
 


